DEFINTIONS OF FOSTER CARE SERVICES ACTIVITIES

THESE DSS DEFINTIONS OF FOSTER CARE SERVICES ACTIVITIES ARE TO BE UTILIZED IN THE TIME STUDY BY AGENCIES PARTICIPATING IN THE MAXIMIZATION OF FEDERAL/STATE FOSTER CARE PROGRAM TO DETERMINE ALLOWABLE SOCIAL SERVICES COSTS FOR ANNUAL RATE SETTING PROCESS.

A – Other Activity / Absences. It is used to allow for the inclusion of time/expense allocated to social service activities not detailed in O or Z such as expense for absences due to sickness or vacation. 

O - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN SERVICES/TREATMENT means the provision of social casework counseling and treatment services to the child, the child's family or foster family to remedy personal problems, behavior or home conditions.  This means any counseling to facilitate the child's psycho-social adjustment and to assist the parents or other responsible relatives and caretakers to improve conditions precipitating the need for placement and to enable the child to return to his own home.  This also means the provision of social casework counseling and treatment as necessary to achieve placement of the child in the home of other relatives, in an adoptive home or in continued foster care.  This includes services provided to the child and his family in an effort to prevent foster care placement and maintain the child outside the substitute care system.  This also includes services to prevent re-entry into foster care placement.  Services include diagnostic study and evaluation, and medical examinations when not otherwise available, to facilitate appropriate planning and the provision of appropriate foster care services for the child and family.

Z - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN - OPTIONAL ELEMENTS   At county option, services may include payment of resource items provided to support participation in school.  Resource items include supplies, special clothes, and fees for membership in school sponsored extra curricular activities.  Tutoring may be considered a resource item if it is provided as a part of Independent Living Services.

At county option, services may include the provision of legal services to facilitate permanency planning for a child.  

Z  - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN - TRAINING - means activities directed toward assisting foster parents and other foster caregivers to improve the scope, nature and quality of care provided.

Z - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN - RECRUITMENT AND ASSESSMENT means activities which ensure the availability of foster care placement resources, including recruitment and assessment of relatives and other kin as potential caregivers, and the initial and on-going compliance of such resources with standards.

Z - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN-SPECIAL SERVICES means, at county option, the provision by a foster family home of services, in addition to basic foster care, which meets the special needs of children in that home.

Z - FOSTER PARENT CRIMINAL HISTORY means the purchase of local criminal history checks from the Administrative Office of the Courts and/or the purchase of fingerprinting services for foster parent applicants and permanent members of the foster parent household 18 years and older.  

Z - FOSTER CARE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN-CASE MANAGEMENT This includes a broad range of activities related to supervising the care of the child and managing the case plan and case reviews.  This includes time spent on:

· Referral to, coordination with, and utilization of other services;

· Maintenance  of contact with the family and others significant to the case;

· Working with the parents on the status of the case and case goals; Giving information, instruction, guidance, and mentoring regarding parenting skills;

· Preparation for and participation in court, e.g., petitions, motions, reviews, reports;.

· Preparation of the child and biological family for separation and placement, including negotiation/preparation of visitation agreements and any subsequent time spent on notices related to changes in where the child is living;

· Monitoring and updating the Family Services Case plan;

· Periodic reviews of case plans including foster care review team meetings;

· Supervising the care of the child and of the foster care arrangement to assure that the child receives proper care.

· Grievances, appeals, and fair hearings surrounding termination of use of foster care facilities which have been found unsuitable for the care of children, or associated with any individuals claim that benefits and services have been denied or not acted upon with reasonable promptness, or related to complaints about the agency's failure to keep parents involved in case planning, case reviews, and placement decisions.

Z – TRANSPORATION- means the transportation intrinsic to the well-being of the child, including but not limited to, visits with relatives, prospective foster or adoptive parents and other activities or events that are an integral part of the 24-hour program of care.  Expenses for an attendant, when required, may be provided if it is not available to the child under either the Title IV-B, Title XIX or Title XX program.  (9-30-93 letter to NC DSS from Regional Administration-US-HHS Administration for Children and Families.
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