Pets’ and Wild Animals’ Teeth


Children are usually fascinated with animals.  A fun way to introduce dental health is to compare the number of teeth humans have to animals, and how animals use their teeth.

Here are a few fun facts:

· Humans have 32 teeth, dogs have 42 teeth, and cats have 30 teeth. 

· Pigs have 44 teeth, and armadillos have as many as 104 teeth. 

· Sharks have an unlimited supply of teeth.  They continuously grow behind each other and each time a tooth breaks off, a new tooth moves in to replace it.

· The teeth of rabbits, mice, hamsters, squirrels and rodents never stop growing.  They keep them worn down by gnawing on hard foods like bark.  Some gophers’ teeth can grow up to 15 inches a year.  If you keep hamsters or mice as pets, they must have wood to gnaw on to shorten their teeth, or they can grow so long that it can prevent them from eating properly, and could endanger their lives.

· Blue whales are the largest mammal on earth, but they don’t have any teeth.  They have rows of stiff hair-like combs, called baleen, that filter food from the ocean.

· The mammal that has the most teeth is the long snouted spinner dolphin with 252 teeth.  

· The mouth of a snail is no larger than the head of a pin, but it can have as many as 25,000 tiny teeth lined up in rows on a ribbon-like tongue called a radula.  The radula works like a file, ripping food into small pieces. 

· Minnows have teeth in their throats. 

· Turtles and tortoises are toothless. 

· A mosquito has 47 teeth on its proboscis (snout) that puncture skin. 

· An elephant’s molar can be seven inches square and can weigh over six pounds. 

· Fangs are not found in all snakes, but all snakes do have teeth, usually six rows of teeth that are curved backwards, just like the barbs on a fishing hook, which keep their prey from escaping.   

· A crocodile replaces its teeth over 40 times during its life.  The Crocodile Bird keeps crocodile teeth clean by flying into their open mouths and eating the food on their teeth.

From multiple sources, including:

Dental Trivia from Healthplex:  http://www.healthplex.com/dentaltrivia.htm
Dental Trivia from Valley Dental Group:  http://www.valleydentalgroup.net/id6.html
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