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Part I. Oral Health in North Carolina:

A. Current Status

1. Tooth Decay

A.   Data from the 2003-2004 North Carolina Statewide School Oral Health Survey of children in kindergarten through grade 12 showed that:

· There have been significant reductions in tooth decay in permanent teeth of NC school-aged children over the last 45 years.

· A small group (10%) of children had 90% of the untreated decay found in permanent teeth.

· A small group (20%) of children had 90% of the untreated decay found in primary teeth, and the amount of tooth decay in primary teeth leveled off after years of decline.

· Latino children had higher tooth decay rates than African-American children, who had higher tooth decay rates than white children.

· 21%-36% of parents wanted dental care for their children but were unable to get it.  These values were different for each ethnic group.

B.   The 2008-2009 NC Oral Health Section K/5 Assessment data indicated that: 

· 26% of 5th graders have experienced tooth decay in their permanent teeth, with 4% of them having active decay.

· 37% of children entering Kindergarten have already experienced tooth decay, with 17% of them having active decay. 

2. Sealants

The 2008-2009 NC Oral Health Section K/5 Assessment data showed that 44% of 5th graders have dental sealants on one or more teeth, up from 12% in 1986 and 21% in 1996-1997.

3. Oral Hygiene

Brushing provides a method of enhancing the delivery of topical fluoride in toothpaste, which prevents dental decay in children and adults.  In addition, thorough plaque removal by brushing and flossing is important for gingival health.
B. Program Focus and Philosophy

The focus of the Oral Health Section is to promote conditions in which all North Carolinians can achieve oral health as part of overall health.

Appropriate use of fluoride, dental sealants and good oral hygiene practices can prevent the need for dental fillings and the possibility of eventual tooth loss.  Thus, it is critical to continue programs that emphasize dental prevention. 
Access to dental care is an ongoing problem in North Carolina, especially for children from low income families.  Therefore, it is critical to have programs which can help eliminate access to dental care disparities.

North Carolina’s privately practicing dentists are the largest resource for the delivery of dental treatment services to individual patients.  The Oral Health Section focuses its resources on community-based prevention and education, which are the most effective methods to reduce the incidence and prevalence of oral diseases.  Major preventive procedures are water fluoridation, dental sealants, weekly fluoride mouthrinse and risk assessment, referral and follow-up services.  Education is integrated within each of these activities.

The work of the Oral Health Section, together with that of our partners statewide, is aimed towards achieving our motto: “North Carolina children – cavity-free forever.”
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Part II. County Diagnosis:

	


Part III. Oral Health Activities:

	During FY 2014-2015, it is anticipated that the Oral Health Section staff will

	provide or coordinate the following services in
	
	County in the


following areas:

A. School K Calibrated Assessment

B. Sealants 

C. Plan, implement and coordinate Fluoride Mouthrinse

D.  Annual Give Kids a Smile! event

	


E. Education

	


F. Secondary services and activities – as approved and as time allows
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