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VII.  ADOPTION 

A.  Adoption Services 
 
Nothing in this section alters any of the requirements for the delivery of services once 
the plan for a child has become adoption. The adoption manual can be found in Chapter 
VI: Adoption Services (http://info.dhhs.state.nc.us/olm/manuals/dss/csm-50/man/).  

B.  When Multiple Counties Become Involved with a Child Who is Legally Free 
for Adoption  
 

1).  When the final decree of adoption has been issued  

(a.)  Should the adoption dissolve, the county child welfare agency where the 
child resides is responsible for the overall case management for the child, 
including placement and financial responsibility for child placement. The 
county child welfare agency that had custody of the child prior to the 
finalization of the adoption maintains responsibility for Adoption 
Assistance until adoption assistance issues are resolved.  

(b.)  Should the county child welfare agency that had custody of the child prior 
to the finalization of adoption decide that it is in the best interest of the 
child to return to that county, the county child welfare agencies should 
work together to plan for this. It is important to remember that best 
practice dictates the county child welfare agency that had custody prior 
to the finalization share any and all case information deemed important 
by the county child welfare agency where the child and adoptive family 
reside in providing supportive services to the child and placement 
resources. 

(c.)  Should the child be placed in a residential facility, detention facility, 
hospital, or other treatment facility in another county (not the placing 
county child welfare agency and not the county child welfare agency 
where the adoptive parents reside) and the adoptive parents abandon the 
child, follow the guidelines in this section regarding the assessment of 
CPS reports involving more that one county. The county child welfare 
agency responsible for initiating the CPS Assessment in this situation will 
be the county where the facility is located. However, the county child 
welfare agency where the adoptive parents reside is considered by 
statute as the county of residence for the child. The resident county child 
welfare agency will be the county child welfare agency responsible for 
conducting the CPS Assessment and for filing a juvenile petition, as well 
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as a request for non-secure custody, if warranted. The resident county 
child welfare agency has overall responsibility for the case including case 
management, financial responsibility for child placement services, and 
adoption assistance if the child is readopted. 

(d.)  Should the child’s residence with the adoptive parents be in another state 
but the child is in a placement in North Carolina and the adoptive parents 
abandon the child, the county child welfare agency where the child is 
found is responsible for the child’s safety and maintains responsibility for 
placement. This county child welfare agency maintains this responsibility 
until the state of residence agrees to accept jurisdiction. If a North 
Carolina county child welfare agency placed the child, they continue to be 
responsible for adoption assistance for the child. 

2).  When the final decree of adoption has not been issued  

If a child is in the legal custody of one county child welfare agency, is placed in 
an adoptive home in another county, the placement disrupts, and the child must 
be moved, the county child welfare agency with legal custody of the child is 
responsible for locating a new placement. That county child welfare agency may 
request that the county child welfare agency where the child and adoptive family 
reside assist by actually removing the child from the placement. However, it is 
the county child welfare agency that has custody of the child that is responsible 
for transporting the child to the new placement. In many instances, the county 
child welfare agency that had been supervising the adoptive placement may 
have provided significant contact and services to the child during the placement. 
The two county child welfare agencies may jointly decide that both social workers 
need to accompany the child to the new placement in order to minimize further 
trauma. Such a decision should be based on the needs of the child. 

The county where the child resides with the adoptive family is responsible for 
ensuring the child’s safety until the county child welfare agency with legal 
custody moves the child to the new placement. 

The DSS-1797 (http://info.dhhs.state.nc.us/olm/forms/dss/dss-1797-ia.pdf) shall 
detail the responsibility of each county child welfare agency involved should a 
disruption occur. Each agreement should individually reflect the child’s and 
family’s needs.  
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